Seigneurial System
[image: Seigneur and family]Based on the European feudal system, seigneuries were plots of land given to noblemen - who were called seigneurs - in return for loyalty to the King and a promise to perform military service when necessary.  The seigneur also had to clear land and encourage settlement within a certain amount of time. The seigneur sublet his land in smaller parcels to peasant farmers. Both seigneur and tenant had obligations to each other. The tenant farmer was obliged to pay a nominal rent for the land and give one-fourteenth of his grain harvest to the seigneur. The seigneur was obliged to build and maintain a mill for grinding the grain. He was also responsible for settling disputes and acting as local magistrate upholding French civil law.
The seigneurial system worked against economic development in the colony. The dues imposed on the peasants were potentially quite heavy and had the effect of stopping the peasants from accumulating any surplus which they could use to start new enterprises. The seigneurs, who had money, tended to spend it outside the colony on goods from France rather than put it into the economy of the colony.
Unlike the serfs of feudal Europe, however, the tenant farmer or habitant was not tied to the land. He could move to a different piece of land by selling one lease and buying another.
1. [bookmark: _GoBack][image: https://tce-live2.s3.amazonaws.com/media/media/6ba0cc2e-f126-4882-aee8-5690ccd80901.jpg]What was the purpose of the seigneurial system?


2. Explain how this system was counterproductive for growth.


3. Are our current tax codes also counterproductive like the seigneurial system?  Explain.
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